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Minutes
	For:
	Newham Youth Council Meeting

	Date:
	10/01/2012

	Time:
	05.00pm – 6.30pm 

	Location:
	Newham Dockside Retreat
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Apologies for Absence:  Zayna Begum, Raagavee Selvamahon, Ikeah Pownall, Samra Malik, Aniqa Begum, Mohammed Metowlli, Masrur Ahmed, 
Membership 2011 - 2012
Chair: Abraham Male
Deputy Chair: Wendy Zadigue
Guests: Marie Williams and Karen Mai Jones


Please contact:

Abraham and Wendy at:   youngmayor@newham.gov.uk 
Twitter: ym_newham

Minutes 
1. Marie Williams and Karen Mai Jones from the Media and Marketing teams 
Talent Quest:

Throughout the year there will be auditions across all of the nine community forums in Newham. All of these auditions will lead to the main event where those that qualify will be able to compete to win a set prize at the Newham Town Show. 

Last year’s winner singer Tanyel Hassan, received £1000 that was spent on equipment that will assist her on progressing her talent.   
The Marketing and Media Team wanted to come in to discuss the possibilities for Youth Council to have an input on how the talent shows will be run, and how it can be rebranded for future shows. 

One of the key factors highlighted was that the events are not just for young people, and although the majority of contestants are ‘young’ it is open to all ages to compete with any talent they may hold. 

The Youth Council then broke off into groups to discuss whether or not there was a need for a new name, and if so whether they were able to come up with something better. 
Groups were formed to discuss ideas for re-branding with their favourite names and ideas, put to caste.  Voting took place, and the decision to progress with the name ‘Time to Shine’ was agreed.
Marie and Karen agreed to visit the Youth Council again, to update them on progress once the design team have mocked up some of the ideas put forward. 
2. The Youth Councils film project 
‘Story of our time’

The idea of running the film project under the title of ‘story of our time’ with the ambition of entering it into the Sundance Film Festival towards the end of February was put forward to the Youth Council.

The idea was well received and the Youth council brainstormed ideas about how they wished to take the project forward. 

The ideas put forward were as follows:

· Facebook related, as social media has exploded during our time as Young people. .The film will need to be inspirational, in order to capture the audience’s imagination, with aspects of comedy, magic and making fun of the way in which young people are perceived by the wider community, the stereotyping of young people was a topic touched upon by a couple of the groups. 
· Look at the way in which a young person lives their life in Newham, how they are schooled and how they spend their time socially, and compare it to similar stories from other countries, highlighting how fortunate and lucky we are to be able to live in Newham. 

· Fast paced flashing images, or short clips of all the positive things that young people are doing and have been doing in the build up to the Olympics. Emphasis on the importance of inspirational music to be played throughout, with a voice over that outlines the positive impacts that young people have in Newham. 
· Another idea was to focus on away from Youth Councillors and invite Newham young people to come forward and take part in documenting a day in the life of a young person, in a video diary format. 

· Three separate stories that lead up to the Olympics, following someone that can’t afford to attend but is fascinated by the Olympics and the changes it will bring to Newham. An athlete and the preparation that goes into taking part.  Someone who attends the Games, but couldn’t care less about it. 

Following a similar theme as the above there was also a suggestion that the film should follow a young person who has been informed of the Olympics coming to London, and sets about ensuring that he will get there by training to compete for team GB.

Behind the scenes at the Youth Council, a real life portrayal of happens at meetings, how the Young Mayor works with Newham Council, and how the Young Mayor scheme has contributed to the Olympics and the Olympic legacy. 

Look at ways that the film makers can highlight the inspiration and passion that the Olympics will bring to the Young People of Newham, a snap shot of peoples thoughts and views of the Olympic and Paralympic games coming to the Borough.  
3. Any other business

Youth Councillor, Faheem Dharma who is also part of the Newham Youth Employment Scheme (YES) spoke about apprenticeship opportunities at the council.  Applications are now open until the end of January.   Further details about the scheme can be found online at: http://www.newham.gov.uk/jobs/youthemploymentscheme.htm 
Following our previous meeting with Steve Moore, the Director of Cleansing, Waste and Recycling the YC agreed they would be keen to progress a community clean sweep project in the up and coming months. 
4. Date of next meeting.

31st January 2012, 5.00pm to 6.30pm, the Retreat, Newham Dockside. 
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