


License to take out
takeaways

Making sure the areas where Newham’s night time economy thrives are free from crime 
and anti-social behaviour (ASB) is a priority for both the council and the borough’s police.

Businesses like pubs, nightclubs and fast-
food takeaways are now feeling the heat 
from a new licensing enforcement team 
that is helping to ensure the borough is a 
safe place for people to enjoy themselves.
	 The team is made up of uniformed and 
CID (Criminal Investigation Department) 
police officers, police licensing officers 
and council licensing enforcement 
officers, with support from immigration 
specialists. It is believed to be the first 
team of its type in the country dealing 
with alcohol-related serious crime in such 
a joined-up manner. 

What the team investigates:
• complaints of crime and disorder
   associated with licensed premises	
• breaches of operating conditions

• infringements of trading hours and
	 planning permission
• �checks on the immigration status of 

workers.

taking action
A recent operation saw the team raid 
22 takeaway chicken shops where 
36 people were arrested for alleged 
immigration offences. The shops 
now face prosecution and, if fines go 
unpaid, their premises could be closed 
permanently.

	 Detective Inspector John Cushion, 
who leads the team, said: “There have 
been many complaints about crime and 
ASB connected with chicken shops in 
particular. We hope our action sends a 

strong message to premises that illegal 
behaviour will not be tolerated.”
	 Other priorities for the team include 
drink-driving specifically linked to 
nightclubs, and under-age sale test 
purchases. Another recent operation 
resulted in ten drivers being arrested for 
being over the legal drink-drive limit. 
	 Pubs and clubs are also under scrutiny 
and six licences have been called in for 
review with one pub having its licence 
revoked. 
	 Cllr Ian Corbett, executive member for 
public realm, said: “We have a common 
aim to make Newham a better place 
for people to go on a night out. Pubs, 
nightclubs and fast-food takeaways 
won’t be allowed to get away with such 
appalling behaviour.”
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Operation Chicken: 22 
takeaway chicken shops 

where recently raided



Sculpting a brighter future for Stratford
Two major projects that will breathe new life into Stratford 
ahead of the 2012 Games are soon expected to get under way.
A raft of public improvements, part of a 
£12.9m scheme of environmental upgrades, 
includes better streets and crossings, an 
enhanced bus station and one of the world’s 
largest moving sculptures. 
	 The sculpture, called The Shoal, has 180 
polished titanium leaves mounted on metal 
posts which will run along Great Eastern Road. 
The leaves will move gently in the breeze.
	 Additional proposals in the scheme 
approved by Mayor Sir Robin Wales and 
councillors are:

>	 New lighting, pavement repairs and 
	 improved pedestrian signage
>	 The reinstatement of Robert the railway 
	 engine to Meridian Square, a reconfigured 
	 bus station and taxi rank, improved 
	 pedestrian crossings on Great Eastern 

	 Road and relocation of the spiral clock to 
	 outside Maryland Station
>	 New landscaping, street furniture and 
	 lighting on Broadway with feature 
	 lighting planned for St John’s Church 
	 and the Old Town Hall
>	 New outdoor market space on The 
	 Grove under a canopy to replace the 
	 current market on Broadway
>	 A memorial to theatre director Joan 
	 Littlewood in Theatre Square and a new 
	 rear façade for Stratford Picture House
>	 Improved entrances to Stratford 
	 Shopping Centre.

A second major project will see 
improvements worth £9m to paving and 
road surfaces as well as new lighting, signs 
and trees introduced as part of the High 

Street 2012 programme.
	 The proposed improvements to the 
section of the High Street between Bow 
Flyover and Stratford town centre are being 
funded by the London Thames Gateway 
Development Corporation. They are 
expected to be completed by March 2011.
	 Key areas of change are along Bridge 
Road, Lett Road, Cam Road and the 
Channelsea Path and the Abbey Lane 
crossing.
	 Councillor Richard Crawford, community 
lead member for Stratford and West Ham, 
said: “These schemes will secure real 
improvements of benefit to residents and 
businesses as well as ensuring that Stratford 
and Newham presents a strong image 
as the gateway to the 2012 Olympic and 
Paralympic Games.”  

Plans for High Street 2012

An artist’s impression of The 
Shoal, on Great Eastern Road



Newham in pictures
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1 Love is in the air at the Valentine’s Tea Dance. 2 Jolly good day out – getting ready to board the Poppy Tour. 3 Riding high on Connault 
Bridge. 4 Inside the new Stratford International Station. 5 Dinner queue at St Luke’s Primary School, Canning Town, (see p8). 
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ICT 
for all
Access to a computer and the internet 
at home could make a real difference 
to the lives of young people and can 
even mean a two grade difference 
when it comes to GCSEs. But what 
if you have a low household income 
which can’t stretch to what is still 
for many in Newham a luxury item? 
The Government’s new Home Access 
initiative wants to make ICT available 
to all – particularly those who may not 
be able to afford it. 

The Home Access scheme aims to 
provide low-income families with children 
in school years 3 to 9 (ages seven to 14) 
with a computer and internet 
access at home to help support their 
child’s learning. 
	 If your income is low and you’re in 
receipt of certain benefits you could 
qualify for a grant to buy a computer 
and/or a minimum of one years’ internet 
access. The programme is aimed at those 
that need it most and for families that do 
not have access to a computer or the 
internet at home. 
	 Depending on what you need, the 
grant can help with one of the following:
> full package – a computer, one year’s 
	 internet access, service and support
> a computer with service and 
	 support only
> one year’s internet access only. 

Criteria 

Parents or guardians making an 
application to Home Access should be 
responsible for, and living with, a child 
who attends a state maintained school 
in England full time. Anyone who already 
owns a computer purchased using a 
Home Access Grant will not be eligible. 
	 Applicants should be in receipt of one 
of the following: 
> 	Income based Jobseeker’s Allowance
> 	Income Support 
> 	Child Tax Credit but not Working 
	 Tax Credit and an annual income of 	
	 less than £16,040
> 	Guaranteed Pension Credit (not 
	 Savings Credit)
> 	Income-based Employment Support 
	 Allowance, support under Part VI of 
	 the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999.

Assistive packages are also available for 
users with a disability or learning difficulty.
	 Your child’s school will be able to assist 
you with any questions you may have and 
some will be holding sessions for parents 
who need help filling out applications.

Find out more
The grant is available on a first 
come, first served basis. If 
you think you may be eligible 
act now by calling the Home 
Access Grant Helpline on 
0333 200 1004 to request an 
application form. You can also 
download an application from 
www.becta.org.uk/homeaccess
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