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Agenda

	For:
	Newham Youth Council Meeting

	Date:
	Thursday 27 January 2011

	Time:
	5:00 - 6:30pm

	Location:
	WG 04, Room 4, Ground Floor, West Wing, Newham Dockside
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Attendees: Jasmin Joseph, Ali Mohamed, Glen Toonga, Khadeeja Patel, Anisha Varsani, Faris Eissadi, Kishan Patel, Prashanta Ray

Apologies for Absence: Khadija Begum, Samuel Barley, Dimple Hirani, Pelagia Nompumelelo Nyamayaro, Rebecca Sultana, Ola Ojuku, Valerie Boateng, Mabel Ening
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Membership 2010-2011

Chair: Ali Mohamed

Deputy Chair: Jasmin Joseph

Afrida Alam

Ali Mohamed
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Betty Braimah
Beverley Nketia

Chloe Barry

Chuma Onuora
Clinton Ajayi

Dimple Hirani

Faris Eissadi

Francesca Kempster

Glen Toonga

Henna Saiyed

Ibifuro Samuel-Dada
Jaabir Cooraban
Jasmin Joseph

Kelsey Abbott

Khadeeja Patel

Khadija Begum

Kishan Patel

Mabel Ening

Maria Booth

Nabi Osei

Ola Ojuku

Pelagia Nompumelelo Nyamayaro
Prashanta Ray

Rebecca Sultana

Rosie Young

Saira Rabbani
Salma Razia Khatun

Sami Pontin

Samuel Barley

Samuel Berhanu

Sharose Hussain

Stephen Ogedengbe
Suad Abdi

Valerie Boateng
Contact Officer:

Maggie Hill 

Youth Representation Officer

maggie.hill@newham.gov.uk 
Minutes of Last Meeting held on 06 December 2010
Apologies for absence: Khadija Begum, Samuel Barley, Prashanta Ray, Henna Saiyed, Khadeeja Patel
1. How the meeting will run

Ali Mohamed welcomed members of the Youth Council to the second meeting of the year. 
2. News arising since previous meeting
The Chair informed attendees of the following news:

· Shining Through Awards – Ali and Deputy Young Mayor Jasmin Joseph attended the recent Shining Through Awards at the Old Town Hall in Stratford. Both presented an award, along with former Young Mayor Kaycee de Belen and former Deputy Aadilah Ismail. Former Deputy Young Mayor Tommy Seagull won the Excellence in Learning award. More information here: http://www.newham.gov.uk/YoungMayor/PressReleases/AliandJasminhelpapplaudNewhamsshiningstars.htm 

· ODA Olympic Park visit – Up to ten Youth Councillors have been invited to join Ali and Jasmin to visit the Olympic Stadium on Monday December 20. Anyone wishing to attend should have RSVP’d by now and will need to complete and return a consent form by Monday December 13. 

· Letter to Michael Gove re sports funding cuts – Ali recently wrote to Education Secretary Michael Gove, urging him to reconsider cutting funding for school sports partnerships. Prime Minister David Cameron has indicated there may be a u-turn on this decision. We await an official announcement. 

· British Youth Council Parliamentary Reception – Ali will be speaking a reception at Westminster on Wednesday December 08 to officially mark the new partnership between the Young Mayor Network and the British Youth Council. Children’s Minister Tim Loughton will also attend. 

· Integrated Youth Support Services Awards – Deputy Young Mayor Jasmin Joseph will present an award at the Newham IYSS Awards at the Old Town Hall in Stratford on Wednesday December 08. 

For more information on any of these news stories visit the Young Mayor’s Website www.newham.gov.uk/youngmayor 
3. Youth Council tracker survey
Youth Councillors in attendance completed the Youth Council tracker survey. This will be used to measure the effectiveness of the Youth Council and will be repeated quarterly. The survey was circulated to Youth Councillors not in attendance. 
4. Youth Council house rules

The Chair reminded Youth Councillors of the house rules that were introduced at the previous meeting and asked for any comments on them. They then signed a pledge, agreeing to adhere to them. 

5. Key Campaign Priority

The Chair and deputy discussed their recent meeting with Mayor Sir Robin Wales in which they discussed their campaign priority for the year ahead. They have decided that they want to stage an event/series of events to bring young people together. The idea is that these events would promote community cohesion. 
At this stage they envisage that the event could be a football tournament or dance competition followed by some music or a talent show so that it appeals to a wide audience. 
They then asked youth councillors to discuss the idea. They came up with the following ideas:

· Unity is a priority

· Event needs to be in a well-known venue

· Could be called the ‘Young Mayor’s Show’

· Prizes/Rewards for taking part

· Use schools as a base

· Needs an ‘attention grabbing theme’

Youth Councillors then considered the strengths, weaknesses, opportunities and threats to their ideas:

	Strengths
	Weaknesses
	Opportunities
	Threats

	· Promotes unity

· Fun idea, so people will want to go

· Help build young people’s self-esteem

· Help build confidence

· Create a positive image of young people
	· Territorial issues with young people in the borough might cause trouble


	· Reward young people for taking part

· Can take advantage of local artists and musicians
	· Logistically it might be quite difficult to organise


6. Individual campaign champions

The chair invited Youth Councillors to sign up as individual champions for the issues that they identified on their wish list in the previous meeting. This means that they can now work towards an individual campaign on the issue with the support of the Youth Council. 

7. Date of the next meeting

Youth Councillors will be informed of the date of the next meeting once it has been decided. 
New Business:

8. How the meeting will run
· Welcome and Introductions.
· The Chair will outline what will happen in the meeting.
· Members will be informed of any apologies for absence.
9. News
The Chair will run through any news that has arisen since the previous meeting, including:
· Letter to Michael Gove re sports funding cuts – Ali recently wrote to Education Secretary Michael Gove, urging him to reconsider cutting funding for school sports partnerships. Prime Minister David Cameron has indicated there may be a u-turn on this decision. We await an official announcement. 

· British Youth Council Parliamentary Reception – Ali spoke at a reception at Westminster to officially mark the new partnership between the Young Mayor Network and the British Youth Council. Children’s Minister Tim Loughton also attended. 

· Integrated Youth Support Services Awards – Deputy Young Mayor Jasmin Joseph presented an award at the Newham IYSS Awards at the Old Town Hall in Stratford on Wednesday December 08. 
· Westminster forum - Young Mayor spoke at a recent conference at Westminster about the future of Young People’s services. 
· EMA update – Ali took part in a national day of action against the Government’s decision to cut the education maintenance allowance. Unfortunately MPs voted in favour of the cut; however Newham gained coverage in a number of news outlets.

· Ali helped Newham with final push for stadium bid – Ali joined Mayor Robin Wales to help Newham Council and West Ham United hand in their final bid to take over the Olympic stadium after the 2012 Games.
10. Youth Council Tracker Survey
· Youth cllrs that haven't already completed the tracker survey to fill one in
11. Major Campaign Programme 
· Young Mayor and Deputy Young Mayor will update Youth Councillors on the progress to date for the major campaign aiming to make Newham safer and bring Newham together. 
12. Meet the Young Mayor events 
· Young Mayor and Deputy Young Mayor to discuss new scheme where young people can meet the Young Mayor and Youth Councillors. It is likely to be rolled out later this year. 
13. Olympic park visit 
· The chair will update Youth Councillors on an upcoming opportunity to visit the Olympic Park. Those interested in the visit must submit names and consent forms by next Wednesday 2nd of February. 
14. Junior Newham London run 
· Young Mayor and Deputy Young Mayor to highlight the Junior London Run due to take place on the 27th of March 
15. Youth Council Responsibility
· Youth Councillors are reminded that they must respond to all emails within 48 hours, and always RSVP with a yes or no response. Also, if your details are incorrect you must inform us to get them changed.

16. Date of next meeting
· Youth Councillors to agree on a date for the next Youth Council meeting. 
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