
A GUIDE FOR PARENTS

What is free 15 hours entitlement for 3 and 4 year olds?

Any parent can have up to 15 hours of FREE early education from the term after their child turns 3, regardless of how much money they have, whether they work or how much they earn.    Many children who have experienced early education will have an easier transition when they move into school.   As they have already had opportunities to express themselves and to socialise through a range of creative, physical, emotional and social play opportunities, they are likely to be more confident in interacting with other children and different adults.
Where is the free entitlement delivered?

Places can be accessed at School nursery units, nursery schools, day nurseries, playgroups, children’s centres and accredited childminders. These are called ‘settings’ where the staff are trained and qualified to care for your child, helping them to learn and develop.  These will all be Ofsted registered.

Is there a catch?

No! The Government pays to setting so that all 3 and 4 year olds across the country can have 15 hours, free early years care and education. It helps them settle in to school better.

How much time can my child have?

Up to 15 hours per week and up to 38 weeks a year in school term times only.  Most setting offer 3 hours per day over 5 days a week.

Can the free entitlement be used flexibly?

Yes, if the setting you choose is part of flexible hours provision. Flexible settings must offer the 15 hour free entitlement over both:

· 5 days x 3 hours 

· 3 days x 5 hours

They may also have other flexible options you can choose from, however the settings have to follow the guidance set out by Department for Education.   The guidance outlines that flexible offer must be 

· Minimum hours in day: 2.5 hour blocks 

· Maximum hours in day: 10 hours in one day 

· Not before 8 am or after 6pm

· The full 15 hours over 3 days per week (or 12.5 hours over 2 days per week)

· A maximum 2 setting at any one time. 

Here are some examples of flexible places that may be available
Over 3 Days

5 hours + 5 hours + 5 hours

6 hours + 6 hours + 3 hours

9 hours + 3 hours + 3 hours

10 hours + 2.5 hours + 2.5 hours

Over 4 Days

5 hours + 5 hours + 2.5 hours + 2.5 hours
Over 5 Days

2. 5 hours over 4 days + 5 hours in one day
Once you’ve found a place that’s right for your child, the Early Education setting will ask you to complete a simple form.  It’s called a Parent Declaration. You confirm when, where and how often your child has this type of care. This is to make sure that the right payments are made to the provider.  You won’t have to manage the money yourself. It’s paid straight to the childcare provider.

When can my child get a free place?

	A child born between:
	Will be eligible for a free place from:

	1st January & 31st March
	the start of Summer Term, in April

(following their 3rd birthday until statutory school age*)

	1st April & 31st August
	the start of Autumn Term, in September

(following their 3rd birthday until statutory school age*)

	1st September & 31st December
	the start of Spring Term, in January

(following their 3rd birthday until statutory school age*)


*  term after your child’s 5th birthday

.

Will I have to pay for anything?

You’ll need to ask your provider directly about this. You need to make sure you know before your child starts what extras you might get billed for. For example, meals, nappies, wipes, dance or music classes might be classed as extra services and may be charged for. But you don’t have to accept any of these as a condition of the free place if you don’t want them.  For example, you can send in a packed lunch or your own nappies and wipes if you’d prefer. 

Can I arrange more than 15 hours per week or for more than 38 hours per year?

Yes, if your setting is offering longer hours however you will have to pay for the additional hours.  Your bills should clearly show the hours that are not funded and these should be costed out separately.  

Can I use more than one setting?

Yes! You can use up to two settings if that suits your needs (this might be split between two nurseries, or a nursery and a childminder, or a playgroup and a childminder for example)  The funding will be split between the two providers.  If you are planning to use two providers, please contact LBN Early Intervention Service.

Can I get help with choosing childcare?

Newham offers free and impartial family information and advice to help you identify, choose and demand quality childcare. We will help you to find out more about day nurseries, accredited childminders, playgroups and children’s centres, settings that can offer flexible hours.  We will be happy to answer any queries you might have about free childcare places or to find you alternative childcare if your current provider can no longer meet your needs.
Email:  customer.services@newham.gov.uk
Telephone: 020 8430 2000
Website: http://www.newham.gov.uk/educationandlearning
