Appendix 18                                                          Primary needs codes

Area
Primary Need
DfES abbreviation

External code
            EMS code 

            Internal code

Cognition and learning
Specific learning difficulty
SpLD
            SPLD

Cognition and learning
Moderate learning difficulty
MLD
            MLD

Cognition and learning
Severe Learning difficulty
SLD
i) SLD severe learning difficulties

ii) DS Down syndrome

Cognition and learning
Profound and Multiple Learning difficulty
PMLD
             PMLD

Behaviour, emotional and social development needs
Behaviour, Emotional and  Social difficulty
BESD
            BESD

Communication and interaction needs
Speech, Language and Communication Needs 
SLCN
i) SLCN  (general language needs)

ii) SSLD   (language disorders)



Communication and interaction needs
Autistic Spectrum Disorder
ASD
i) AT  classic Kanner autism

ii) ASD autistic spectrum disorder but only where there has been a formal diagnosis 

iii) SCD severe communication disorder 

            (this may include pupils who have not 

            had a formal diagnosis of ASD)

Sensory and/or physical needs
Visual Impairment
VI
             VI

Sensory and/or physical needs
Hearing Impairment
HI
             HI

Sensory and/or physical needs
Multi-Sensory Impairment
MSI
             MSI

Sensory and/or physical needs
Physical Disability
PD
             PD

Other

OTH
             EP  MD

Notes 

i) The codes are not all defining descriptions of individual children and should not be viewed as such.

ii) There is a code OTH  for “other” but this is best avoided so is not included here

iii) Staff may ask why does the local authority use more detailed on EMS rather all the DfES  codes. There are a number of reasons for this. One reason is that the local authority needs a more detailed analysis of pupil numbers when planning pupil places particularly for those who may be placed in resourced provision schools. These have been categorised internal and external codes.

iv) The pupils coded SSLD (speech and language disorder) should match those children coded as  SSLD by the Primary Care Trust.

v) If services are required to submit data to the DfES a total should be given using the external codes

vi)       EP = epilepsy where there are no special educational needs
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