About the 2012 Games

Why does Newham support the London 2012 Games?

Ten reasons why the Council supports the 2012 Olympic Games and Paralympic Games in east London.

1. The physical infrastructure required to support a successful Games will accelerate the economic regeneration of East London and the Thames Gateway.

2. The Games can deliver hundreds of job opportunities and business opportunities to local people.

3. The planning, preparation and staging of the Games will provide a lasting legacy for London in both physical and social terms.

4. We are the youngest community in Britain and the 15,000 athletes will provide many role models to act as a focus for personal endeavour and development with our young people.

5. With the highest levels of coronary disease, TB, diabetes and mental illness in Britain, we will use the Games to promote healthy lifestyles and well being.

6. The Games present an opportunity to us - as the most culturally diverse community in Britain – to promote social cohesion via a sustained cultural programme of festivals and celebrations.

7. Sporting activity has intrinsic benefits and we will use the Games to promote the sporting continuum from participation through to excellence.

8. The Games will provide a substantial boost to Britain’s tourism industry in general, and the emerging tourism sector in East London in particular. 

9. East London still carries a traditional reputation of economic depression and poor quality of life.  The Games will boost morale and create a new reality and self-image for East London and its residents.

10. The successful staging of the 2012 Games will enhance the UK’s international reputation and prestige.

What does the Mayor say about the 2012 Games?

Mayor of Newham, Sir Robin Wales, says: “The Olympic Games and Paralympic Games will provide a huge boost to the regeneration of Newham and we will be working hard to maximise the opportunities for local people.  Our ambition is for the 2012 Games to be remembered for bringing long-lasting benefits to the people of East London.”

Where will the 2012 Games take place?

The 500 acre Olympic Park is located in the Lower Lea Valley, which forms the boundary between the boroughs of Newham, Hackney, Waltham Forest and Tower Hamlets.  
The majority of the facilities will be in Newham, including the Olympic village, the main stadium, swimming pools, Velopark (cycling centre) and warm-up tracks.  17 of the 26 Olympic competitions will take place within 15 minutes walking distance of Stratford Station.  ExCeL will also play a key part, hosting boxing, fencing, judo, tae-kwan-do, weightlifting, wrestling and table tennis in the Olympic Games and Boccia, Paralympic Table Tennis, Paralympic Powerlifting, Wheelchair Basketball In the Paralympic Games.  
Other venues around London and the UK will also be used for specialist sports, such as sailing around Weymouth, tennis at Wimbledon, and the football competition at several stadiums around the country with the finals at Wembley.

Facts, figures and values

London officially became the Olympic city on 24 August 2008 when, as part of the closing ceremony at Beijing, the Olympic flag was passed to the Mayor of London.  The Paralympic handover was on 17 September.
2012 involves:

· 46 world championships

· 205 nations

· 300 events

· 10,500 Olympic athletes, 6,000 Olympic officials

· 4,000 Paralympic athletes, 2,300 Paralympic officials

· 20,000 press and media

· 7,000 sponsor representatives

· 70,000 volunteers

The Olympic values are:

· respect

· excellence

· friendship
The Paralympic values are:

· determination

· courage

· inspiration

· equality

How will the 2012 Games affect Stratford and the Lea Valley?

The Lower Lea area stretches for about 5kms between Hackney Wick and the Thames. Jubilee Line and North London Line services run through the eastern edge of the Valley with stations at Canning Town, West Ham and Stratford.  At the present time the area suffers a lack of infrastructure, a run down environment and a poor image. Most of the previous industry provided low density employment.  

The Games will offer flagship facilities, quality housing, infrastructure and physical connections through the area, wholesale environmental improvement and a raised profile for the area with an Olympic caché.  Much of this can be dovetailed with the existing regeneration framework.  

Stratford is already a major transport hub.  The 2012 Games will accelerate upgrades to Stratford and West Ham stations.  Stratford’s International Railway Station – running domestic services to north Kent - will be in operation by December 2009 and will be a critical transport artery for visitors to the Games.  In the future it is expected that the station will also cater for Eurostar services to the continent.
What regeneration benefits will the Games bring?

Newham Council is working to maximise the benefits of the Games to the local people and businesses. The Games will:

· deliver up to 7,000 full-time construction jobs and 12,000 permanent jobs in the Olympic Park alone. Newham has 4 key regeneration areas which in total could create in the region of 30,000 jobs over the next 10 years.  
· attract massive inward investment with greater private investment than would otherwise have been likely in the current economic climate.  It will provide the impetus for lasting regeneration on a scale that years of separate initiatives have failed to achieve. With this level of investment, regeneration will happen sooner and be of a higher quality than would otherwise be possible;

· deliver significant legacy benefits from the infrastructure required, including new flagship sports facilities;

· improve local infrastructure for disabled people;

· boost London’s tourism industry – 1.6 million attended the Sydney Games;

· open up opportunities for local communities in the area, among the most deprived in the UK, including 12,000 new homes in the Olympic precinct after the Games, some 2,800 of which will be a legacy of the Olympic village;

· provide a major boost for business and jobs;

· engage and motivate young people in sport and physical activity – in an area that has one of the worst health records in the UK;

· showcase the strengths of east London – such as a thriving creative and cultural quarter of the capital;

· provide a focus for new local training and skills programmes specifically linked to the needs of the Games – such as construction;

· vastly improve the physical landscape of the Lower Lea Valley, creating a huge new park stretching from Hackney Marshes in the north, to Stratford High Street and potentially further south along the River Lea to the Thames. The overhead electricity pylons have been removed and the River Lea’s unique waterways are being restored, improving the ecology and enhancing the biodiversity of the area and providing a better sense of security and openness along the canals;

· bring state of the art ‘green’ energy facilities to power the Games, securing a permanent energy legacy for the Valley.

Will there be new jobs created?

The planning applications for the Olympic Park estimate that 7,000 new jobs will be created in the construction industry and around 12,000 new jobs as a result of the legacy development.
The latest figures published by the ODA show that 6,277 people are currently working on the Olympic Park construction site and 2,887 people are working on the Olympic Village.  Of the current 6,277 strong Olympic Park workforce one in five (20 per cent) are resident in either Newham of the other four Host Boroughs and over half live in London (53 per cent).

Newham has established Workplace - in Stratford and in Canning Town – which provides a job brokerage service for the 2012 Games and the other regeneration programmes underway within the borough.  Workplace provides the link between the main employers and provides a single link with main contractors; information on vacancies; intelligence on skills requirements and training provision; support for client employability and mentoring; pre-employment training; recruitment & interview services; and possible aftercare/progression programme for new and existing employees.  For further information see: www.newhamworkplace.co.uk/index.html
Which facilities will be in Newham after the Games?

The Games legacy will include:

· a 25,000 seat (minimum) multi-purpose sports stadium – the main stadium; 

· a state-of-the-art Olympic swimming centre with two 50m pools and a 25metre diving pool; 

· a velodrome and BMX cycling facility;

· approximately 2,800 new homes, once the competitors and officials leave the Athlete's Village with an additional 10-12,000 in total in and around the Olympic Park;
· a major new park - potentially one of the largest modern parks in Europe – running from the north of the Lea Valley right down to the Thames; 

· dramatically improved access to green space for pedestrians and cyclists with numerous direct access points to the new park; 

· better physical connections between communities, through new land and canal bridges; and
· improved connections for people crossing the Borough east to west.
Other permanent sports facilities such as the Paralympic tennis and archery centres, hockey stadium and indoor sports arena will be right on our doorstep and open to the community creating a critical mass of world-class sporting venues in the Lower Lea Valley.

Beyond the physical legacy, there is also the opportunity to motivate and engage people in sport and physical activity – in an area with a poor health record - and to radically improve the image and perceptions of the borough. For us, as the most culturally diverse community in Britain, the Games are a tremendous opportunity to promote social cohesion via a sustained cultural programme of festivals and celebrations.

The Olympic facilities
· The Olympic Park 

The 500 acre Olympic Park - stretching from Hackney Marshes in the North to the Stratford High Street in the South - will be one of the largest new urban parks ever seen in Europe for 150 years, built around a network of reinvigorated rivers and canals.

· Olympic Stadium

The main stadium will host the Athletics competition and will have 80,000 seats during the competition, and current plans suggest this will be reduced to approximately 25,000 afterwards. 

· Aquatics Centre

The Centre has two 50m pools and a 25m diving pool and fitness centre with capacity for 18,000 spectators during the Games and 3,500 afterwards.  The legacy pool will provide an elite training facility for British swimming, diving, waterpolo and synchronised swimming, as well as serving the local community and a centre for developing grass roots interest in the sport.  

· Tennis Complex

Specially built for the Paralympic Tennis competition, the hard court tennis centre will be a permanent structure. The ambition is to use the complex to develop grass roots participation in tennis at all levels and for all abilities. 

· Hockey Centre

The hockey centre will provide training and competition facilities for hockey at all levels.  It will have seating for 15,000 during the Games but will be relocated within the Park after the Games with a capacity of 5,000.  The legacy stadium will provide training and competition facilities for hockey at all levels. 

· Velopark

London 2012’s vision is for a multi-discipline cycling centre, that includes a 6,000 seat Velodrome (reducing to 3,000 after the Games) a road track, competition and recreational BMX tracks and a mountain biking course suitable for use by all levels of cyclists. It will be a permanent structure.

· Basketball arena

This temporary venue will host the preliminaries of the basketball competition as well as the Modern Pentathlon. 

· Handball – multi-sports arena

This arena will be home to the Handball preliminaries. It has a seating capacity of 5000 and will become a regional home for a range of indoor sports with flexible seating for up to 10,000 spectators after the Games.  

· Olympic Village

Within easy walking distance of the sporting facilities in the Olympic Park, the village will provide accommodation for up to 17,800 athletes and officials, before being put to its designated post-Games use as mixed housing providing some 2,800 new homes. After the 2012 Games up to 50% of this housing will be ‘affordable’ housing.

· Media and Broadcasting Centre

State-of-the-art media facilities will be available in the 65,000sq metre international broadcasting centre and the 45,000sq metre main press centre, adjacent to the main sporting arenas.  The building will be a major asset to the area’s regeneration project with post Games commercial use.  It will be completed in 2011.

What will happen to the venues after the 2012 Games?

The Olympic Park Legacy Company will have responsibility for all the venues and the Parklands after the 2012 Games are over.  They will ensure that the legacy aims, which are set out above, are delivered. 

In the case of the main stadium, the OPLC has invited organisations that want to use the Stadium to make an ‘expression of interest’.  They will then work with the organisations suggesting the most viable and suitable ideas to take these forward.

Newham Council has signed an agreement with West Ham United to jointly explore the possible use of the Stadium by the football club and by the community.
Will the 2012 Games be ‘green’?
London 2012 and the London 2012 stakeholders share a commitment to maximise sustainability through the phases of the Games – building the venues and infrastructure, staging the Games themselves and then long into the future – focusing on five key areas: 

· combating climate change; 

· reducing waste; 

· enhancing biodiversity; 

· promoting inclusion; and 

· encouraging healthy living.

To ensure that the London 2012 partners stick to their promises of a ‘green Games’, an independent scrutiny body – the Commission for a Sustainable London 2012 - has been set up to monitor progress.  Details can be found at: www.cslondon.org/
Getting to the Games

The Olympic Park is just six miles from Trafalgar Square and just two hours away from mainland Europe via Eurostar services on the Channel Tunnel Rail Link.  

The Games will be served by 10 separate railway lines with a combined capacity of 240,000 passengers per hour.  This will include the ‘Olympic Javelin’ shuttle service along the Channel Tunnel Rail Link which will deliver 25,000 visitors per hour to Stratford just seven minutes after leaving St Pancras.

The capacity of the transport network in the area is set to be massively increased.  Jubilee Line services have been enhanced by 45% within the last four years, and the East London line extension is under construction. 

The Docklands Light Railway (DLR) is set to play an enhanced role too:

· a new route is being built between Canning Town and the Stratford International Station;

· the line from London City Airport has now been extended to Woolwich; and

· three car operation will boost capacity.

It is estimated that additional demand from holding the Games will be no more than five per cent of normal weekday travel. This is at a time when normal demand is down by over 15% due to the summer holidays.  In addition, most people attending the events will be heading in the opposite direction to commuters.

Cars will be discouraged from the Games sites, and a new international transport hub at Stratford will be the centre of a reinvigorated network of bus priority lanes, increased underground capacity and a widened motorway link, opening up the whole Lea Valley.

Hosting the Paralympics, with its thousands of athletes, will improve the way the city and its infrastructure functions for all disabled people.

How will I get around with so many visitors?

There's a lot of work being done on this but basically the impact will be confined to quite local areas.  The most affected will be:
· Stratford Station, Meridian Square and the Westfield complex;

· West Ham station, Manor Road and the Greenway going north; and

· the area around the ExCeL centre.

Outside of these areas there should be only minimal impacts.

In these areas, the transport planners are working to try to minimise any inconvenience, but there will inevitably be more congestion.

There is information available now about the transport 'hotspots' for road users, especially businesses (see http://www.london2012.com/get-involved/business-network/travel-advice-for-business/index.php)

We will publish information nearer the time about getting around with advice about how to avoid the busy places and times.

Funding the Games

The Government has estimated that the public cost of the London Games will be in the region of £9.298billion.  These costs will be broken down as follows:

· £7.2bn to the Olympic Delivery Authority, of which

· c£600m for Athlete’s Village (£324m sales expected)

· £135m for Media Centre

· £1.1bn contingency 

· £840m tax

· £390m for Sport and Paralympics

· Lottery 

23%

· London

10%

· Central Government
67%

The Games themselves are expected to make £2.45billion in revenue from television rights, from ticket sales and through the private sector. 
Who runs the 2012 Games?

The London Organising Committee for the Olympic Games (LOCOG) is responsible for preparation for and staging of the 2012 Olympic and Paralympic Games. Sebastian Coe is the Chairman and President, Paul Deighton is the Chief Executive.
A separate Olympic Delivery Authority (ODA) is responsible for managing the public money that is being spent on building the venues and infrastructure ready well in time for 2012 and for conversion into the legacy uses.  The ODA was created by the London Olympic Games Act 2006, which received Royal Assent in March 2007.  David Higgins, formerly Chief Executive of English Partnerships, the national regeneration agency, is Chief Executive.
The newly formed Olympic Park Legacy Company (OPLC) is responsible for the venues and the development of the Olympic Park once the 2012 Games are over.  The Chair of the Legacy Company is Baroness Margaret Ford, and the Chief Executive is Andrew Altman.  
The legacy work is currently overseen by a partnership which comprises the Leaders and Mayors of the Host Boroughs – including Sir Robin Wales from Newham – together with the Mayor of London and the Government Ministers representing the Olympics and Department for Communities and Local Government.  A blueprint for the area called ‘the Legacy Masterplan Framework’ is being prepared to set out what kind of uses the Olympic Park will have after the 2012 Games.  For more details see www.legacy-now.co.uk
What is the timetable?

Relocating the existing residents, businesses and other facilities was concluded in 2007. Clearing and preparation of the Olympic Park site has been completed and construction of the venues is well underway.   More detailed plans for the venues in legacy mode will be published in due course.  
The timetable for key activity is as follows:

· Under-grounding power lines in Olympic Park to enable subsequent construction of other Olympic facilities started in December 2005 and is now completed;

· Site preparation including demolition now complete, including remediation and site wide investigation for utilities and services diversion 
· Road closures through the Olympic Park now in force (from 2 July 2007);
· Park infrastructure now underway, such as utilities, roads, bridges construction 2008 to end 2010;

· Main stadium: started on site spring 2008; completion mid 2011;

· Aquatics centre: construction started mid 2008; completion mid 2011;

· Olympic village: started on site end 2008; completion early 2012;

· Velopark: construction 2009 – 2011;

· Media centre; start on site mid 2009; completion end 2011;

· Legacy masterplan submitted January 2011.
· 27 July -12 August 2012 - the Olympic Games

· 29 August – 9 September 2012 – the Paralympic Games
Can I volunteer?

70,000 volunteers will be needed during the 2012 Games. 
Recruitment for LOCOG Volunteers, known as ‘Games-makers’ is now closed with over 1000 Newham applicants.   

The London Ambassadors programme recruitement for Games-time volunteering positions outside of the Olympic Park closed on 31 December 2012.  More details from www.londonambassadors.org.uk

Newham’s Volunteers is the biggest and most successful volunteer programme in the country.  We are recruiting continually and will play a variety of roles at our events and assisting visitors Games-time. You can register via the Council’s website www.newham.gov.uk

When can I buy tickets?

Almost 8 million tickets will be available for the Olympic Games, with almost 2 million for the Paralympic Games.  

Olympic Games tickets will go on sale in March 2011. Paralympic Games tickets will go on sale separately later in 2011.
Tickets for both events will go on sale on the website www.london2012.com  or via a paper application form which will be available on high streets throughout the UK. You can register your interest now and you will be sent further information.
Tickets for the London 2012 Olympic Games are available at a wide range of prices starting at £20. There are also special prices available for young people and seniors across all Olympic sports. Young people who are 16 years old or younger (at 27 July 2012) will pay their age for a ticket. Seniors aged 60 and over (at 27 July 2012) will pay £16. These 'pay your age' ticket prices and senior ticket prices will be available in more than 200 sessions. The price of a ticket for a wheelchair space includes a companion seat located next to it.  Full details of these ticket prices are available of the London 2012 website.

LOCOG currently have no plans to offer free, reduced price or priority tickets to local residents or Council staff. But there will be a number of free events, including the Road Cycling, Triathlon and Marathon. These events will take place on the streets of London, where spectators can line the route.
Unlike some other events, tickets will not be allocated on a first come, first served basis. The application window will be open for a set period of time, after which all applications will be considered equally. This means there is no advantage to submitting your application on the first day. With so many sports, venues and days to consider, LOCOG recommend you take your time and discuss your plans with family and friends before submitting your application.

For sessions where demand exceeds the supply of available tickets, an automated and random selection process (‘ballot’) will run to ensure the fairest possible allocation of tickets for those sessions. The aim of the ballot is to maximise the number of different applicants who are allocated tickets.

You can pay by Visa (debit, credit and prepaid), and also by cheque or postal order if applying via the paper application form. 
Can I visit the site?

There are great views of the Olympic Park site, and the construction work, from the Greenway.  You’ll find a café and information point at the View Tube (see http://www.leasideregeneration.com/the-view-tube/ ) 

The ODA also run regular bus tours of the site.  To book your place ring 0300 2012 001.

Or for groups, The Council can also provide tours and briefings from our  viewing gallery.  It offers great views over the Westfield Shopping Centre and Olympic Park.  Ring Jean Jeffrey on 020 3373 0421 to book your group in.
What other opportunities are there to get involved?

Torch Relay and Road events 

There are a number of free events that will provide an opportunity to be part of the 2012 Games.   The Torch Relay will pass through Newham on a day yet to be decided in the week immediately prior to the Opening of the Olympic Games (27 July 2012).  The route of the Paralympic Torch Relay is still to be decided.  Other Road events, which will take place in central London, will also be free. 

LOCOG and temporary jobs
There will be an estimated 30,000 temporary jobs Games-time, either with LOCOG, the sponsors or suppliers to the Games.  Newham Council has a member of staff working with LOCOG to ensure that local people get an opportunity to apply for these jobs and recruitment is starting now.  These jobs are advertised through Workplace, the Council’s jobs agency.  There are offices at Stratford and Canning Town and you can contact them through www.workplace.co.uk
Business Opportunities

If you run a business and are looking to win contracts to supply the 2012 Games, you should register your company with CompeteFor.  CompeteFor is a free service that enables businesses to compete for contract opportunities linked to the London 2012 Games and other major public and private sector buying organisations, such as Transport for London (TfL), Crossrail and the Metropolitan Police.  CompeteFor acts as a brokerage service, matching buyers with potential suppliers. It also facilitates access to focused business support, through the national Business Link network, helping to boost the long–term competitiveness of your business.  You can find out more at  www.comptefor.com
Sport and physical activity

We aim to ensure that all the residents of Newham have the opportunity to live a healthy and active lifestyle, which is why we now provide free swims to under-16s and over-60s.  We have one of the best sports programmes for young people in the country.  With four leisure centres and hundreds of sports clubs, we provide excellent facilities to get you started and sustain your involvement in the sport of your choice, including every major Olympic and Paralympic sport.  In addition, we promote other physical activity programmes such as walking and dance, and a range of other activities in our Parks and open spaces.  Further details from the Council’s website.

Schools and Education
Every Newham school has signed up to the Olympic Pledge, with pupils actively studying and putting into practice the Olympic and Paralympic Values.  There are Games Champions in every major school and more schools registered on the 2012 Get Set Network than any other borough. 
Festivals, events and celebrations

There will be a huge number of events and celebrations taking place during 2012 in Newham.  There will be a number of Council-run events, such as the Mayor’s Newham Show and the Under the Stars music festival, all of which will be extra special during the Olympic year.  There will be a range of additional events and sporting activities too, giving you an opportunity to celebrate and try the sports for yourselves.  There will be an opportunity for local people to arrange their own street parties or organise celebrations.  So, if you and your friends or neighbours are passionate about an activity, project or interest then we want to hear from you now.  We can provide grants of up to £1000 waiting to help get your ideas up and running in your local community. All you are required to do is to complete an application form and show us how you plan to do it. Details on the Council’s website.
Ceremonies

There will be a large number of ceremonies connected to the 2012 Games.  These include the Opening and Closing Ceremonies for both the Olympic and Paralympic Games, as well as the medal ceremonies and international sports team welcome ceremonies.  We are working with the Games-organisers to establish what opportunities there may be to involve local people in these events.

Test events

The organisers of the 2012 Games will be asking local people to get involved in the Test Events.  These are a range of different activities designed to establish that the vents will run smoothly during 2012.  They will also provide an opportunity to be amongst the first to experience the new Olympic Park and the venues.  Information about these opportunities will be available on our website.

For further information see http://www.newham.gov.uk/2012Games/
