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E16: UpdatesThe long awaited dockers statue at the Royal 
Victoria Dock was officially launched last month. 
It depicts dockers at work and it is dedicated to 
all the dock workers from the 1800s onwards.

The three figures depicted in the statue are: John Ringwood, 
an ex seaman who later worked in the docks, came 
originally from Custom House and now lives in Hornchurch; 
Patrick Holland from Custom House, who worked as a 
stevedore in the docks for 20 years – he is the one with 
the hat on who is portraying a tally clerk – and Mark 
Tibbs, who comes from a boxing family in Canning Town. 

Mr John Ringwood and Cllr Patricia Holland campaigned 
for a memorial to Newham’s dockers. Over a period of 
time they raised the money to pay for the project and 
persuaded The Royal Docks Trust and Newham Council 
to commission the statue.

Cllr Holland from Custom House, whose father and 
husband were stevedores, said: “This is our history and we 
should be proud of it. Stevedore is a Portuguese name. 
This was a skilled job, and these men were in the hold of 
the ship all day unloading or loading. Dockworkers were on 
the quay unloading or loading. You had the Blue Union for 
the stevedores and the White Union for the dock workers.”

Statue honouring  
our dockers

Left: Mayor of Newham, 
Sir Robin Wales, Deputy 
Mayor, Christine Bowden 
and councillors join with 
dockers at the Royal Docks.

Pride of Place

Since the launch of our exhibition celebrating Canning 
Town and Custom House in the 20th Century, many 
residents have popped into The Place to take a look.  
It’s been really great seeing people chatting about 
memories that the photos have brought back. 

We want to say a big thank you to everyone who contributed 
images. One set of photos generated great interest with the 
Newham Archives team.

Resident, Josie Brewer 
and her grandson, 
Bobby Elliot, brought 
in five albums of many 
hundreds of images of 
the Royal Family from 
1911 up until 1950. The 
then King and Queen 
were in the Canning Town 
area and visiting Queens Mary Hospital. Josie said “We have 
had the albums in the house for many years and did not 
think of them as being of any importance to local history but 
after seeing the coverage in the E16 news and seeing the 
exhibition in The Place I knew some of the photos would  
be of interest.” 

So that more residents get to look at these and all the 
photos in the exhibition, we are lending the images to key 
community centres. You can view the photos whenever the 
centres are open or by arrangement with the managers at 
each centre.

Come and see the exhibition at:

The Cundy Centre, Hartington Road 
2 November 2009 to 1 January 2010 

The Trinity Centre, Bothwell Close 
1 September to 30 October 2009 

Keir Hardie Methodist Church, Fife Road 
11 January to 26 February 2010

There is still time to contribute images. Bring your images to 
the reception at The Place. We will scan them then and hand 
them straight back to you.

Please contact Sam Clark via email at sam.clark@newham.gov.uk or phone 020 3373 3538. 
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Residents, local businesses and Newham Council staff 
came together on Friday 21 August, to paint a mural on 
the outer fencing of a new Community Allotment in Custom 
House. The mural was designed by Sonnete Loggenberg, 
the art teacher at Keir Hardie Primary School, and 
showcased bright images of vegetables and flowers.

Painting took place throughout the day, despite rain 
and the occasional rumble of thunder. Members of 
the community brought their children to help and local 
businesses offered cups of tea to the workers. The mural 
instantly brightened up the area, adding colour to a  
space that is regularly used by residents of Normandy 
Terrace and May Wynne House. Plans are under way to 
extend the mural to the fencing on Victoria Dock Road.

The mural forms part of a Community Allotment Project 
run by Canning Town and Custom House Regeneration 
Programme. Local residents, schools and businesses  
are invited to join the allotment and take advantage of the 
grow bags. 

For more information, contact: Sam Clark by email: 
sam.clark@newham.gov.uk or call 020 3373 3538.

E16: Updates

Mr Anthony Wright 
is a 53 year-old 
who lived in 
Crawford Point, 
Canning Town 
for 19 years. He 
says of himself 
“I am a good ol 
Canning Town 

Boy”. Mr Wright said the area was 
much quieter than Canning Town. 
Sandra said “He told me his new 
flat was more modern than his 
former home, and was happy with 
the standard of works carried out in 
his flat. He has settled in very well, 
although he was still unpacking, 
and has an extensive collection of 
DVD films, which were still boxed 
up at the time of the visit.”

The refurbishment of Tanner 
Point flats include a new 
large fitted modern kitchen; 
a fully tiled bathroom with a 
shower and an extended  
living room area. New carpet 
is provided throughout Mr 
Wright’s flat, with vinyl flooring 
in the kitchen and bathroom. 
The flats are also fully decorated.  

61 year-old 
Mr Olusegun 
Animashaun  

 previously lived 
in Thomas North 
Terrace, where he 
had a tenancy for 
12 years. He has 
also found the 

Plaistow area is quieter than 
Canning Town.  

Mr Animashaun intends to return to 
Canning Town once the regeneration 
is completed because he has many 
friends and family in the area and 
he wants to live near to them.

Mr Animashaun said he would 
recommend the Plaistow area to 
other residents being decanted.  

Mural painting at community allotment

Real people with real results at The Place
From Saturday 5 September smokers in the Canning Town and Custom House area can use 
a new NHS Newham Stop Smoking drop-in service. 

Located in The Place opposite Canning Town station, the free service will have trained advisors available between 
10am-12pm every Saturday offering support and practical advice to anyone wanting to stop smoking. 

Research shows that three out of every four smokers want to quit, and even more wish they’d never started to  
begin with. 

In 2008-09 2,171 people successfully stopped smoking using the NHS Newham Stop Smoking service. On average 
they smoked about 18½ cigarettes a day and over the next year together they could save over £4 million by not 
smoking. For each person that works out at just over £1,900. Imagine what you could do with that extra money.   

Smokers who stop smoking can also enjoy the benefits of improved health and fitness, reduce their chances of 
getting lung cancer, heart disease, stroke and other smoking related conditions. 

Other benefits of stopping smoking include: increased life expectancy, improved breathing, a better sense of smell 
and taste, a clearer complexion and whiter teeth.

For more information about Newham Stop Smoking service,  
call 0800 013 1673 or visit www.newhampct.nhs.uk/stopsmoking

Police Surgery 

October

Thursday 8th  11am-12.30pm 

Friday 16th  5-7pm 

Monday 26th  5-7pm 

November 

Tuesday 3rd  11.30am-1pm 

Monday 16th  4-6pm 

Tuesday 25th  11.30am-1pm

 

The Place, 2 Silvertown 
Way, Canning Town E16

If you have any concerns about 
your local area like anti-social 
behaviour or crime, come 
and talk to us. An officer from 
Canning Town South Safer 
Neighbourhood Team will be 
available to listen and talk to you in confidence.

For more information please contact: Sergeant Steve Micallef on 
020 8721 2840 or email: canningtownsouth.snt@met.police.uk

A fresh outlook from Tanner Point
Four new residents have arrived at Tanner Point, the 
recently refurbished block in Plaistow. Thanks to 
funding from London Thames Gateway Development 
Corporation and Newham Council these residents are 
happy their new surroundings.

Since the regeneration programme began in 2004, 394 households 
have been rehoused. Sandra Spalding from the Estates Regeneration 
and Major Works Project Team at Newham Council talked to two 
former residents from Canning Town, who decided to move into 
Tanner Point.  
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E16: Workplace

              

Your neighbours in E16 found work with the support of the Mayor’s Employment Project,  
and they are on average £96 per week better off, which amounts to £5000 over one year.

The Mayor’s Employment Project supports people who live in households where no one’s 
working, or those with little or no work experience.

What would you do with the extra cash?

To find out more drop in to The Place or call 

020 3373 8508
www.newhamworkplace.co.uk

Ripa Aktar has joined the team at The Place, 
offering advice and guidance to people looking for work. 
Ripa found out about the vacancy after seeking advice 
and guidance herself from the Mayor’s Employment 
Project. Here Ripa tells us about her experience:

“Before I joined the Mayor’s Employment Project 
(MEP), I’d been a full time mum, and had never worked 
in a paid job before. I began to think about going back 
to work in September 2008, as my three children were 
at school full time. I was claiming Income Support, but 
was not sure how much better off I could be in work. 

My long term goal is to be a social worker, and at the 
point when I joined the Mayor’s Employment Project in 
February 2009, I had decided to apply to volunteer with 
a local HIV Advocacy project. My workcoach gave me 
support with the application form, and I successfully 
began volunteering to increase my experience.

I had not been aware of in-work benefits before I 
joined the project. I got advice from the MEP team 
about what I was entitled to, which included a £300 In 
Work Grant from Jobcentre Plus to pay for childcare in 
my first week of employment. 

After rent and everything, I’m about £500 a month 
better off – a big amount. I’ve treated the children to 
outings, and bought a new car. I’m also planning a 
holiday to Egypt. 

My favourite thing about this job is that I can offer 
advice to other people. I can relate to their situation as 
I’ve experienced it myself. I like getting the message to 
other parents that it’s possible to juggle caring for your 
family and having a rewarding job.

It’s also good being able to refer someone to the 
Mayor’s Employment Project!”

For more information about joining the Mayor’s 
Employment Project please call 020 8430 6600 for 
an informal chat.

= £5000 a year better off!

An extra £96 per week
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what’son

Independent advice 
for residents 
Independent advice and 
support is available to 
residents living in the Canning 
Town and Custom House 
Regeneration Area. 

If you have any questions 
about how the proposed plan 
will affect you contact:

Solon Community 
Network free of charge on 

0800 8840 800
9am-5pm, Monday to Friday.
Email info@solontp.org.uk or  
visit www.solontp.org.uk

All queries will be dealt with  
in confidence.

16503

Drop-in surgeries
Every Thursday between 12 noon-1.30pm at 
Cundy Road Centre, Harrington Road, E16. 

Every Wednesday between 10-11.30am at  
The Place, 2 Silvertown Way.

Surgeries will be attended by Neighbourhood Services Manager, who 
will aim to answer queries you may have relating to housing  
issues such as anti-social behaviour, supporting 
tenants and any tenancy management Issues.    

For more information please ring their 
freephone number 0800 952 9000

PINNACLE  Walkabout  
Every Friday at 2pm or  
on request

PINNACLE Resident  
panel meetings  
27 October and 24 November 
6.30pm at Ruscoe Road 
sheltered unit

Neighbourhood group dates
Keir Hardie Neighbourhood Meeting 
Tuesday 6 October 2009, 6.30pm 
River Christian Centre, Vincent Street

Fife Road Neighbourhood Meeting 
Tuesday 13 October 2009, 6.30pm 
Keir Hardie Church, Fife Road

Freemasons Road Neighbourhood  
Meeting 
Tuesday 20 October 2009, 6.30pm 
Cundy Centre, Hartington Road

Canning Town Centre Neighbourhood Meeting 
Wednesday 28 October 2009, 6.30pm 
Ascot Community Hall on Star Lane




