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1. Introduction

PURPOSE OF THE DOCUMENT

This draft paper presents the key findings of an assessment of the potential impact of the

proposed development scheme for Queens Market, Newham on key equality groups.

The purpose of this Equality Impact Assessment (EqIA) is to ensure that any potential
adverse impacts from the development proposal are identified. If these adverse impacts
are shown to lead to the unlawful discrimination upon any individual or group then this
EqlA will highlight this issue and advise on the corrective action which needs to be taken.
Any other significant adverse impacts will be considered for amelioration on the basis of

proportionality and relevance.

The development scheme assessed is the scheme proposed as at publication of this
report (February 2008), which may be subject to change as a result of the findings of this

and other analyses and through further consultation.
METHODOLOGY

The methodology employed for the assessment is based on guidance published by the
Greater London Authority (GLA) and London Borough of Newham, combined with a
review of best practice in EqlAs. The assessment has been carried out through a
partnership between St. Modwen, LB Newham and EDAW (from here on referred to as
‘the Assessment Team’) as well as representatives from the key equality target groups.

In line with the GLA guidance, the key equality target groups to which this assessment

relates are:
« Women
« Black, Asian and ethnic minority people
o Disabled people
« Children and young people
o Older people
« Faith groups

o Lesbians, gay men, bisexual and trans-people
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Furthermore, due to the specific characteristics of the proposed development, an
additional target group that will be considered as part of this assessment is low income

groups.

The assessment considers the impact of the individual components of the development

proposal on each of the equality groups listed above in order to:
« Identify the needs of each equality group
« ldentify the positive impacts of the proposed development
o ldentify the adverse impacts of the proposed development

« Identify proportionate and reasonable mitigation measures that need to be
included in the development proposal to reduce or eradicate significant adverse

impacts.
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2. Baseline Summary

INTRODUCTION

A full assessment of available statistics for the development proposal area and LB

Newham has been undertaken to develop a comprehensive profile of the socio-

economic and demographic characteristics of residents living in and around the Queens

Market site.

A 1km area around the Queens Market site was assessed according to various

characteristics through available data sources, namely Census 2001, Annual Population
Survey (2004), and Annual Business Inquiry (2004) and compared to the Borough,

London and national averages. This area is referred to as the ‘Study Area’ throughout

the remainder of this document.

Figure 2.1 Study Area
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KEY FINDINGS FROM BASELINE

The Study Area is characterised by a markedly young and diverse demographic with
over a quarter of the population aged between 0 and 15 years and significant Asian,

Black and Muslim populations that far exceed regional and national levels™.

There is a predominantly dual profile in relation to religion in the Study Area with equal
Muslim and Christian representation (35% each)?. At 12%, however, the Hindu

population of the Study Area is also relatively significant.

Economic activity levels within the Study Area (56%) are lower than all other comparator
areas (Newham — 59%; London — 68%; England and Wales — 67%) which are further
exacerbated by higher unemployment levels (12%) than Borough (11%), Regional (6%)
or National (5%) levels®. Within the economically inactive population, there are a
significant number of people looking after the home or the family (27% of economically
inactive) as well as a significant student population (23% of economically inactive) within
the Study Area. Of those that are employed, there is greater representation within the
manual, semi-skilled and unskilled occupations than higher-level, higher-skilled

occupations®.

An analysis of residents’ qualifications explains the level of occupation of residents within
the Study Area with fewer residents qualified to Level 4 and 5 and a significant
proportion of the population (35%) with no qualifications compared to regional (24%) and

national (29%) levels®.

Experian’s Wealth and Poverty Index® measures the levels of poverty within an area
based on a number of factors related to income and lifestyles. The entire Study Area
falls within the lowest six deciles of this Index with the majority falling within the lowest
three deciles, suggesting that residents living within the Study Area experience the
highest levels of poverty. Furthermore, the Annual Survey of Hours and Earnings clearly
indicates that Newham'’s residents earn significantly less than their regional counterparts
(Figure 3.11)".

! Census 2001

% Census 2001

® Census 2001

* Census 2001

® Census 2001

® Retail Planner Report. Copyright © Experian Ltd.2007

" Annual Survey of Hours and Earnings 2002-2006, NOMIS 2007
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Overall, it is anticipated that the redevelopment scheme will have generally positive

impacts on each of the target groups with an improved shopping offer; new and
improved community facilities; a more secure and safe environment; and an enhanced
public transport, pedestrian and cycle route network. Furthermore, ensuring an
appropriate target for affordable housing combined with a housing type mix reflective of
the needs of the local community will ensure a greater housing choice for individuals and

families.

In order to begin to identify areas of mitigation need, key issues arising from the scoping
analysis were identified and key questions devised to draw out the detail of the specific
issues through the consultation process. The findings of this process are outlined in the

following chapter.

& ST.MODWEN 'N?wfﬁ' EDAW | AECOM



5. Summary of Consultation &

Involvement OQutcomes

& ST.MODWEN 'N?wfi?ﬁ' EDAW | AECOM



& ST.MODWEN ’N;vfﬁ' EDAW | AECOM




QUEENS MARKET, NEWHAM EQUALITY IMPACT ASSESSMENT | 13

& ST.MODWEN 'N?wfi?ﬁ' EDAW | AECOM



QUEENS MARKET, NEWHAM EQUALITY IMPACT ASSESSMENT | 14

6. Equality Impact Assessment

Based on findings of the scoping analysis combined with the feedback from the
consultation process, the assessment can conclude that the development proposed is
not likely to unlawfully discriminate against any specific equality group identified.

There are some legitimate concerns in relation to the impact of proposals on the ability of
the market to continue to trade both during and after the construction process. The
interventions already identified by the developers, in partnership with traders,
shopkeepers and trader associations, however, are considered to be appropriate and
proportionate to the level of impact identified. These will need to be carefully monitored
by both St. Modwen and LB Newham to ensure that these interventions remain effective

in the long-term.

Ultimately, however, the Scheme is based on improving the market area, reproviding
existing facilities in a better quality environment and providing additional housing
(including affordable and family homes) and a new home for the Green Street Library

and Local Service Centre within the Council's new front office provision.

Improvements to the environment, access and security of the market and its surrounds

are likely to have a positive effect on all equality groups.
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7. Further Recommendations &

Requested Interventions

Further concerns and requests raised by participants at the consultation events and by
participants in the consultation process, however, suggested a number of potential
interventions that could be provided within the Scheme to maximise the positive impact

on equality groups.

It is important to state that these interventions are not necessary to mitigate against
negative impact, but merely represent additional interventions that participants requested

to add further value to the Scheme.

It is recommended, therefore, that the following be explored in more detail to test their
feasibility and opportunity cost of being included in the Scheme and, potentially,

improving the level of positive aspect of the Scheme on specific equality groups.
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