
Welcome to The Woodgrange Conservation Area Web Site

The following is a digital representation of the Woodgrange Design Guide, which 
consists of 10 design and information sheets covering various aspects of property 
maintenance and modification, garden constructions and trees. It advises on what 
works need, and will normally be given planning permission. 

You may download and print any of the sheets for reference purposes only when 
considering work on a property within woodgrange. The contents however remain 
the copyright of the London Borough of Newham and should not be re-transmitted 
or published in any form without first obtaining consent from the Environment 
Department.  The published version of the design guide can be obtained from the 
address below.

Town Planning Service

Matters Relating to planning permission and conservation are dealt with by the 
Council’s Development Control Service, Neighbourhood Services, Town Hall 
Annexe, Barking Road, E6 2RP.

Phone: 020 8430 2000 (ask for DC duty officer)

The Design Guides are as follows:

❍	 Doors and Doorways (Maintenance and modification)

❍	 Extensions & Conservatories (Rear extensions, conservatories, lofts 
and link blocks etc.)

❍	 Flat Conversions (Converting a single dwelling into flats)

❍	 Front Gardens (Driveways, car standings and pathways etc.)

❍	 Other Elements (Brickwork, canopies meter boxes etc.)

❍	 Roofs (Roofing materials, construction, and chimneys etc.)

❍	 Trees (Maintenance etc.)

❍	 Small Garden Trees  (List of suggested trees for small gardens)

❍	 Rear Gardens (Walls and garden structures etc.)

❍	 Windows (Maintenance, replacement, and double glazing etc.)

❍	 Contacts (Department telephone numbers and addresses)

Click the ❍ Title to go to individual Design Sheets or page down to read the Aims and 
Objectives of The Conservation Area.

Alterantively use the bookmark panel to navigate through the documents.
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Woodgrange Estate Conservation Area

Conserving The Woodgrange Estate

The Woodgrange Estate was built as a smart middle class Victorian suburb between 
1877 and 1892.  The houses were given a distinctive character and set in attractive 
surroundings.  However, over the years, the area declined. Some properties were 
neglected, some subdivided.  Some were altered to the fashion of the time diluting 
the special character of the area.

Local residents, concerned to arrest that decline and restore the appearance of 
their area, persuaded the Council to make the estate a Conservation Area. This was 
done in 1976 and additional planning controls introduced in 1977 (the Article 4 
Direction) [see map on next page].  The Woodgrange Residents Association was 
formed and to this day, it provides a way for residents to meet and promote the 
well-being of the estate.

The Council continues to work with residents to preserve and enhance the equality 
of their area.  This includes offering design advice on work to properties and trees, 
refusing planning permission for alterations that would spoil the character of the 
and taking legal action against those who do such work.  It also improves the 
street scene.

All this makes the area more attractive for those who live there or pass through.  It 
improves property values and, preserves, and makes best use of, an important part 
of the Borough’s heritage. 

Conservation Aims and Advice

Conservation aims:

• 	Keep and restore original features. 
•	 Preserve and enhance the 

attractive surroundings 
•	 Harmonise new work with the 

original character.



Getting Advice And Complying With The Law

Before starting any work to your property, including 
trees, it is very important to get advice, do things 
right and comply with the law.  If you carry out 
unacceptable works or alterations you can be 
made to demolish or change them at your own 
expense.  You may also be taken to court and 
fined.  So please use the Council contacts given 
below and employ suitably qualified professionals 
to draw up plans and carry out work.

Planning Permission.

Planning permission is required for nearly all 
alterations that affect the external appearance of 
your home and for building works within gardens 
e.g. making a driveway, erecting an outhouse, 
knocking, down a wall.  A copy of what is controlled 
is listed on the Article 4 Direction included in the 
Design Guide and supplied to solicitors acting for 
purchasers of new property.
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Planning Permission.

If you are intending to do any work on your property or garden ask the Council’s 
planners if you will need permission. 

Call 020 8430 2000 (ask for DC duty officer)

They will also advise whether permission is likely to be given and how your ideas 
can be carried out to gain permission and enhance your property.  Detailed advice 
is given in the “Woodgrange Design Guide” sheets.  To complain or enquire about 
unauthorised work;

Call 020 8430 2000 (ask for DC duty officer)

Building Regulations.

You may also need to comply with the Building Regulations especially for 
extensions.  Obtain advice from the Council’s Building Control officers.  Your 
approved plans must accord with your planning permission before you start 
building. 

Call 020 8430 2000 (ask for Building Control)

Trees

Nearly all trees on the estate are protected.   Planners will advise you on what 
works are acceptable and how to get the necessary permission for carrying them 
out. 

Call 020 8430 2000 (ask for Tree officer)

The Tree Officer can advise on selecting new trees and the maintenance of existing 
trees.  

Call 020 8430 6986 (ask for Arboricultural Inspector)

Highways.

If you have any complaints or enquiries regarding roads, pavements, signs, traffic, 
refuse etc. contact the Council’s hotline.  

If you have permission for a driveway in your garden you will also need the Council 
to construct a slope (called a carriage crossing) across the pavement.  

Call 020 8430 2000 (ask for Highways Maintenance)

Other Sources of Advice

The Council’s Housing Officers at; 

Forest Gate;   020 8430 2000 (ask for Forest Gate Office) 

or Manor Park;   020 8430 2000 (ask for Manor Park Office)

may be contacted for advice on Council owned properties and grants to private 
owners.  Currently grants are very restricted.  Any work carried out using a grant 

must have planning permission before works commence.

It is also important that you satisfy other legal requirements such as the Party Wall 
Act.  A summary of this is enclosed in the Design Guide.
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timber glazing bars and frames lend an elegance to the elevations.  Because 
they are a distinctive aspect of these houses they must be retained on all front 
elevations.  All replacements must exactly match the original and be in painted 
timber.

French doors are also found at the rear where they should be retained.  They 
allow light into the very deep main rooms and allow attractive views of the 

garden.  Their insulation and security can be improved the same as windows.  
The installation of modern patio doors is not permitted

Legal Action Against Those Installing Unacceptable Windows
In recent years some people have installed inappropriate replacement windows 
without planning permission.  If owners do not voluntarily replace unauthorised 
windows the Council will serve an Enforcement Notice requiring them to do so.  
Though an owner may appeal to the Secretary of State against such a notice 
appeals are rarely successful.  If an owner continues not to replace unauthorised 
windows they will be prosecuted and liable to pay court costs and fines until 
they comply.  The Council’s full dated photographic record provides evidence 
of when windows were installed and for prosecuting these cases. 
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Unauthorised modern windows replaced by timber sashes following legal action by the Council




