Admissions Policy
Background to school
East London Science School is an 11 – 18 mixed free school for pupils of all abilities
and backgrounds with 125 places available in Year 7. We accept pupils from across
London. Our pupils live almost equally in Newham and Tower Hamlets with some
coming from even further afield. This is something we are keen to maintain as it
gives the school a uniquely diverse pupil intake. We do not operate any form of
aptitude or academic selection in pupil admissions. However, the education we offer
is unashamedly academic and this is something that we know our pupils and parents
value highly.
Over subscription criteria
Children with a statement of Special Education Needs that named the East London
Science School (subject to the school’s right of appeal to the Secretary of State) will
be offered a place before all other applications are considered.
a) Children who are in the care of a Local Authority including those that have been
previously looked after but ceased to be so because they were adopted or became
subject to a residence or special guardianship order.
b) Children who will have a sibling attending the East London Science School at the
time of admission. A “Sibling” is defined as children who live as brother or sister in
the same house, including natural brothers or sisters, adopted siblings, stepbrothers
or sisters and foster brothers and sisters. Where applications are received from
twins, triplets or same year siblings, if one child is selected for a place the
twin/triplet/same year sibling will be ranked in their own priority group immediately
below children in the care of a Local Authority. The sibling rule does not apply to
students with a place in Year 12 or 13.
c) Children of staff at the East London Science School where the member of staff
has been employed by the school for two or more years at the time at which the
application for admission to the school is made, and/or the member of staff is
recruited to fill a vacant post for which there is a demonstrable skill shortage.
d) After places have been filled by the first three criteria, 1/3 of any remaining places
will be offered to children who live between 0 and 1.499km from the school,
measured by straight-line distance from the main school entrance of the current
school location (as specified in the school prospectus or on the school website) to
the child’s home address being the home address of the main carer as set out on the
application form. Where the number of applicants in this category exceeds the
number of places, offers will be determined by random allocation.
e) After places have been filled under the first four criteria, 1/2 of any of the
remaining places will be offered to children who live between 1.500km and 2.999km
from the front gate of the school. Where the number of applicants in this category
exceeds the number of places, offers will be determined by random allocation.
f) After places have been filled under the first five criteria, any remaining places will
be offered to children living a distance of 3.000km or beyond from the front gate of

the school. Where the number of applicants in this category exceeds the number of
places, offers will be determined by random allocation.
g) After places have been filled under the first six criteria, any remaining places will
be offered to any other children making an application, where children live closest to
the school, measured by straight-line distance from the main school entrance of the
current school location (as specified in the school prospectus or on the school
website) to the child’s home address being the home address of the main carer as
set out on the application form, are given priority.
Note:
Distances from the pupil’s home address to the main school entrance will be
measured by using Ordnance Survey data to plot the applicable distance using the
London Borough of Newham’s home-school distance service.
In the event of a tie between two or more children following the above criteria, places
will be allocated by random selection which will be independently supervised.
Waiting list
1. On 1st September 2021 applicants on the Reserve List and applications received
after 31st October 2020 will be placed on the waiting list.
2. All applications on the waiting list will be considered for any vacancies occurring
during the period 1st September and 31st December 2021 in accordance with the
admission criteria.
3. The waiting list will not be maintained after 31st December 2021.

