
Forest Gate
Community Citizens’ Assembly

Wednesday 23rd October 2019

18:30-20:30



Welcome!
 Welcome to the Forest Gate Community Citizens’ 

Assembly
 Today is the 4th assembly of this current cycle of 

community assemblies
 Sign up to Bloomin’ Forest Gate and get your free 

Daffodil bulbs today (see BFG table)
 Suggest locations for greening in the Forest Gate 

Wards (see relevant table)
 Please get some food and refreshment and claim a 

seat at one of the tables



Please now take 
a seat

Thank-you



Housekeeping

 Fire exits and amenities

 Accessibility

 Photography

 Refreshments

 Table Hosts 



Cllr. Muzibur Rahman
Deputy Cabinet Member for Communities

Introduction



Schedule
Time Duration Item Presenter

18:30 5mins Welcome Ian Martin

18:35 5mins Introduction Cllr. Muzibur Rahman

18:40 5mins The story so far Ian Martin

18:45 35mins Update on Citizens Assembly Projects Working Groups

19:20 20 mins Table discussions, feedback and roving mic All

19:40 20mins Update on Service Improvements and 
feedback

Representatives from 
partners and relevant 
Council departments

20:05 10mins Service Updates Q&A All

20:15 10mins Next steps and what else is happening 
locally

Ian Martin

20:25 5mins Closing remarks Cllr. Muzibur Rahman



The purpose of today’s assembly

To update you on: 

o Progress made to date with community projects 
voted for at the last Citizens Assembly in March

o Find out what will be happening over the next six 
months with these projects 

o Progress made to date with service improvements 
and hear from some key stakeholders 

o Find out how you can get involved in the working 
groups and various local projects



The story so far… Sep 2018
Citizens’ 

Assembly
set ting local 

priorities

Nov 2018
Citizens’ 

Assembly 
developing 

ideas for 
community 

plan

Mar 2019
Citizens’ 

Assembly 
voting on 

Plan

Apr 2019
Community 
Plan signoff

Oct 2019
mid term 

evaluation of 
community 

plan 

Apr/ May 
2020

annual 
review of 

community 
plan 

Today’s assembly

Volunteers for 

Working Group

Oct Working Group first ideas 

for Community Plan

Dec/ Jan Working Group chooses 

best ideas & creates options

May-Sep Project Groups 

developed and together with 

the Working Group, deliver and  

monitor the Community Plan

Oct-Mar 2019/20 Project 

Group/Working Group 

meetings and project delivery
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The story so far…

Previous Assemblies:

 More than 250 residents attended the 4 previous assemblies

 10 original Working Group Members

 32 Project Group Members 

 17 Friends of Forest Lane Park members

 Support from LBN services and stakeholders



Your top three priorities for Forest 
Gate Community Neighbourhood:

1. Environment: Clean and Green 

2. Community Celebrations and Community 
Spaces 

3. Crime and Anti Social Behaviour 





Priority 1 
Environment: Clean and Green 



Progress made so far

Priority 1: 
Environment: Clean and Green 

Now it’s time to hear from 
working group members



Adoption of Green Spaces: Dames Rd



Adoption of Green Spaces: Dames Rd



Some of the Greening Gang



Adoption of Green Spaces: Dames Rd



Dames Rd Planter last Week 



Adoption of Green Spaces: Inspiring Signage



Adoption of Green Spaces: Inspiring Signage



Adoption of Green Spaces: Capel Rd Corner



Community Gardens & Pocket Parks 



Helping Hands Project 



Bloomin’ Forest Gate 



Bloomin’ Forest Gate 



Gardening Lessons for residents

https://www.growhausmn.com/events


Friends of Forest Lane Park 



Priority 1 Spends so far
Environment: Clean and Green 

1. Adoption of Green Spaces spend so far: £1716.25
2. Community Gardens spend so far: £0
3. Pocket Parks spend so far: £0
4. Helping Hands Project spend so far: £1000
5. Bloomin’ Forest Gate: £506.23
6. Friends of Forest Lane Park: £18.54
7. Gardening Lessons for residents £132

Spend so far £3373.02
Budget remaining £6126.98 (inc’ 1.5k from BFG)



Priority 2: 
Celebrations and Community Spaces



Progress made so far

Priority 2: 
Celebrations and Community Spaces

Now it’s time to hear from 
working group members



Party in the Park



Party in the Park: street stencils



Party in the Park: The Orchard Stage



Party in the Park: The Main Stage



Party in the Park: The Main Stage



Party in the Park: Landscape Drawing



Party in the Park: Art Exhibition



Party in the Park: Fruit Picking with the NCV



Party in the Park: Councillors and Catering



Play Streets: Promotional Event



Play Streets: Promotional Event



Play Streets: Promotional Event



Play Streets: World Car Free Day



Play Streets: World Car Free Day



Play Streets: World Car Free Day



Priority 2 spend so far

Celebrations and Community Spaces

1. Party in the Park spend: £6071.93
2. Play Streets Promotion spend: £299.27
3. Bloomin’ Forest Gate Spend: £ Project moved to 

Greening and Gardening group for delivery

Budget spent: £6371.20
Budget remaining: £128.80



Priority 3: Crime and ASB



Progress made so far

Priority 3: 
Crime and ASB

Now it’s time to hear from 
working group members



Parenting and Co-Parenting Workshops

The story so far:

 Working group developed
 Aspirations and ideas fully scoped 
 Key partners engaged and on-board
 Resident opinion survey carried out 
 Plans in place for early 2020 delivery
 Support of partners delivering programmes 

aiming for the same outcomes



Parenting and Co-Parenting Workshops

Forest Gate Citizens Assembly Parenting and Co Parenting 
Project Questionnaire responses:

What do you think are the main challenges for children and young people 
growing up in Newham?
 Exposure to Drugs/Gangs in Parks or on Streets
 Crime/knife crime
 To feel safe
 Austerity
 Institutional racism
 Off rolling
 Lack of social activities
 More Support for young children/young adults
 Newham is on the up generally. There is still undercurrents of stress and unsavoury characters 

roaming the street acting in a threating manner
 Safe places to develop
 Peer pressure
 To interact with other young people 
 Stay away from phones and computers
 Some young people have limited expectations for themselves
 Lack of access to healthy lifestyles (food and exercise)
 Threats of bulling/violence
 No youth centres, means kids roam on the streets



Parenting and Co-Parenting Workshops

Forest Gate Citizens Assembly Parenting and Co Parenting 
Project Questionnaire responses:

What is the main reason your child/young person may need some extra 
support?

 Social behaviour and skills
 They need a strong/stable environment at home 
 Lack of parental guidance and structure
 Parents inability to flourish in role
 Educational support to prepare for SATS
 More socialising with same age groups
 Single parents would benefit from more support and free youth 

centres



Positive Role Model Campaign



Positive Role Model Campaign

The story so far:

 Working group developed
 Aspirations and ideas fully scoped 
 Key partners engaged and on-board
 Plans in place for early 2020 delivery

Complete your feedback and sign up forms (it’s 
double sided) to get involved in this and any of 
the other projects



Priority 3 spends so far: 
Crime and ASB

1. Parenting and Co-Parenting Workshops spend: £0

2. Role model and social media campaign spend: £0

Budget remaining £4000

The plan has always been to first research and then deliver 
these projects in the second half of the financial year

















Comments from tables: 

2 minute quick fire summaries 



Progress to date:

Service Improvements and 
Updates

Please note that there will be a quick fire Q&A 
after all service updates  



Our journey so far…
Service Improvements – Cleansing Waste and Recycling

Overview of the services role
Door Knocking
Road shows
School workshops
Libraries
Evening talks 
Community events/ fete festivals
Fly-tipping workshops
Newham Junior Citizens
Joint Enforcement tasks
Projects 



Our journey so far…
Service Improvements – Cleansing Waste and Recycling

What has happened in Forest Gate since April

Easter activities in libraries
Arts & crafts, sorting games 
Forest Gate festival
Space recycling 



Our journey so far…
Service Improvements – Cleansing Waste and Recycling

What next- Our journey continues- we continue to educate the residents 
by using different platforms. 

It is really important that your recycling bin is 
only used for the items that we can accept. 
CLEAN –DRY- LOOSE

• PAPER  
• CARDBOARD
• PLASTIC BOTTLES
• FOOD TINS and DRINK CANS

• Glass- Please take them to nearest Bring Bank



Our journey so far…
Service Improvements – Cleansing Waste and Recycling

Play Film



Our journey so far…

Help us to make your Newham your Forest Gate cleaner and greener.

To book a workshop, please email- Ruma.Jana@Newham.gov.uk

“RECYCLING. It’s in your hands”

Watch our Recycling videos on 

Facebook and Twitter



Progress to date continued:

Service Improvements and 
Updates

Please note that there will be a quick fire Q&A 
after all service updates  



Comments from tables

2 minute quick fire Q&As 



Next Steps:

• Continue through implementation stage

• Existing Working Group members will continue their work in 
driving and monitoring the implementation of the Plan

• If any new volunteers wish to join the Working Group please 
leave your contact details with us on the forms provided at 
your tables, give to your host and we’ll be in touch

• The Annual review assembly will take place in April / May 2020



What’s Else is Happening Locally

Woodgrange Market: Christmas Market and Christmas Lights Switch-on. Saturday 
30th November 4-7pm

Bloomin’ Forest Gate community planting day: Saturday 16th November. 10am at 
The Gate Library
This is likely to take place and start from multiple locations so sign-up via the 
feedback form to receive up to date information.

The Good Shepherd, youth program: See Christine or request more information 
via your feedback forms 

New Horizons, Parenting Support: See George Brown or request more 
information via your feedback forms 



What’s Else is Happening Locally



What’s Else is Happening Locally: 
The Planning Process



What’s Happening Locally: 

Forest Gate Festival – Get Involved
After 20 years the local resident volunteer steering committee are handing 
over the baton. Come and get involved in taking the Festival forward. 

Meeting Time and Date: Tuesday 19th November 6-7.30pm
Location: The Gate Library, 6-8 Woodgrange Road

Register your interest via the feedback form in-case the date changes



What’s Happening Locally: Shape Newham



Councillor Surgeries
Forest Gate North

Councillor Sasha DasGupta

Every Saturday 10.30am to 
11.30am 

The Gate Community 
Neighbourhood Centre 
2-6 Woodgrange Road 
London 
E7 0QH 

Councillor Anamul Islam

Every Saturday 10.30am to 
11.30am 

The Gate Community 
Neighbourhood Centre 
2-6 Woodgrange Road 
London 
E7 0QH

Councillor Rachel Tripp

Every Saturday 10.30am to 
11.30am 

The Gate Community 
Neighbourhood Centre 
2-6 Woodgrange Road 
London 
E7 0QH 

Forest Gate South

Councillor Mas Patel

Saturdays (except August and bank 
holiday weekends)* 
10.30-11.30am 

The Gate Community 
Neighbourhood Centre 
6-8 Woodgrange Road 
London E7 0QH 

Councillor Tahmina Rahman

Saturdays (except August and bank 
holiday weekends)* 
10.30-11.30am 

The Gate Community 
Neighbourhood Centre 
6-8 Woodgrange Road 
London E7 0QH 

Councillor Winston Vaughan

Saturdays (except August and bank 
holiday weekends)* 
10.30-11.30am 

The Gate Community 
Neighbourhood Centre 
6-8 Woodgrange Road 
London E7 0QH 



Closing Remarks

Cllr. Muzibur Rahman
Deputy Cabinet Member for Communities



Thank you all for your time and 
contribution today. 


