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The Ministerial Correspondence and Public Enquiries unit has been set up to reply, on behalf of health ministers, to enquiries and correspondence (letters, emails and telephone
calls) from members of the public. Itis managed by a senior civil servant and there is close liaison with ministers on a daily basis.

To send us a message, please read the gidance below and then complete the form. Mandatory fields are denoted by *

Title *(Mr/Mrs/Ms/Other)

First name * i

Sumame *

How would youlike us to
reply to your enquiry?

Email address *

Email v

Confirm email address *

Send me a copy of this query?

Subject*
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m Pest controllers invited to take part in PHE hantavirus study «Back to News.

Hantavirus can be a very unpleasant disease and pest controllers may be a group at risk. Public

Health England (PHE) is conducting a UK-wide study to determine the possible risk of infection to

( 2\ humans and needs volunteers at PestTech 2013 to assist them.
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Hantaviruses are a group of iruses that are normally carried by rodents, such as rats, mice and wles. They are
present throughout the world vith difierent countries having difierent types infecting their local rodents.

In humans they can cause a range of diseases,

ranging from mild, flu-lke llness to severe disease N
affecting the lungs or kidneys. Rats are often

infected in other countries and recent tests show

that some rats may now be infected in the UK.

Public Heath England (PHE) is to cany out a study .
UK 10 determine the risk of exposure to hantavius P bl H |th NEW Bayer
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with wild and domesticated rats in England.

- England

advice and risk assessment for those who are at
°9 risk of exposure. One of the groups identified for
Russell [P\ nclusion in the study are those with occupational

exposure to ats and specifcally within this, pest
control workers
.
SYNZENTa. e reccarch team s attending PesiTech 2013 and
would lie you to volunteer o take part. Members of
I - oo i be stationed nar the dlegate
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Cap on Care Costs frequently asked questions

What is the cap on care costs? 
At the moment there is no limit to what care and support can cost, and this means that people with very high care needs may have to pay expensive bills. But care and support is changing for the better, and from April 2020 there will be a new form of protection from unlimited costs. This protection is called the ‘cap on care costs.’  

It means that no-one will have to pay more than £72,000 towards the costs of their eligible care and support needs in their lifetime, and many people will pay much less. This applies to people funding their own care and support, as well as those helped by the council.

Alongside the cap on care costs, extended financial support should ensure that more people are eligible for help with care and support costs. The council will assess your finances and we may be able to offer extra help if you cannot afford to pay. But most people will still have to contribute something towards the cost of their care and support.

Why is the cap on care costs being introduced?
Most people currently pay something towards their care and support costs, and will continue to do so.

The cap on care costs will protect those who may need many hours of care a day from unlimited care bills. It will also help people to plan for future care costs.

How will I benefit?
From April 2020, you will be able to register with the council to keep track of how much your care and support costs. We should still be able to help you even if you are only paying part of your care and support costs, or paying everything yourself.

If you get help from the council with your care and support costs already, we will start to count how much is being spent on your care straight away. If the amount the care element of the cost of meeting your eligible 
needs reaches £72,000, we will step in and pay for the rest of your care costs.
If you pay for all of your care and support costs yourself, you can still benefit from the cap on care costs. You can contact the council to register and we will assess you to decide if you have eligible needs. If you do have eligible needs, we will calculate how much it will cost to meet those needs. This amount will be counted towards your cap. If the amount counted towards your cap reaches £72,000, we will step in and pay for the rest of the care costs that go towards meeting your eligible needs.

To benefit from the cap on care costs you will need to register with us so that we can begin to keep track of how you are progressing towards the cap. This will need to be discussed and agreed.

What is excluded from the cap on care costs?
If you choose to spend more on care and support than the council would normally pay, for example moving to a more expensive care home, those extra amounts you spend will not count towards your cap on care costs.

If you live in a care home, you will also have to pay something towards the costs of food, energy bills and accommodation, just as you would if you were living in your own home. These are known as ‘daily living costs’ and an amount for this will be set nationally. There are also some types of service that are not covered by the cap on care costs, for example the cost of a cleaner or gardener that you employ privately. 

Where can I find out more?

To find out more visit www.gov.uk/careandsupport or email CareAct2014@newham.gov.uk
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